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• I keep thinking I should dislike this novel, but the problem is
that I like it. There are parts of the novel that I find annoying, but
King  writes  so  well  that  I  found  myself  pulled  along  the
dreamcatcher until I reached the end of the path.Four guys are
out hunting in the wilderness of Maine. One of the guys, Gary
Jones, "Jonesy," is up in a tree stand when a lost-looking guy
appears out of nowhere. Other than a propensity for extended
flatulence,  a  strange-looking patch on his  cheek,  and a  memory
that seems vastly defective, the guy appears normal. Being a
nice guy, and given that Jonesy nearly shot the man, thinking he
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was a deer, Jonesy takes the man, Richard McCarthy, back to
their cabin, which they call Hole in the Wall. Unfortunately for
Jonesy, Pete Moore, Henry Devlin, and Joe "Beaver" Clarendon,
the man is sick in ways that no one could have guessed.We soon
learn that an alien spaceship has crash landed, and the results
are bizarre, sometimes nearly funny. However, funny only goes
so far, and it turns out that encounters with the aliens can have
some  seriously  nasty  side  effects.Our  story  focuses  on  the  four
friends as  they encounter  animals  quietly  running away from
something  as  well  as  people  running  to  something,  and  the
military men trying unsuccessfully in one place. As often happens
in Stephen King stories, not everyone survives to reach the end
of the story, but whatever happens makes you want those friends
remaining to triumph over that which has caused them pain and
suffering.We  also  meet  a  military  man,  Kurtz,  who  is  the
stereotype of every sadistic, cunning and utterly ruthless military
man ever depicted in a book or the movies. While Kurtz was sent
to  decisively  take  care  of  the  problem  in  Maine,  Kurtz  also
appears to take some measure of enjoyment in what he does. It
also appears that Kurtz sometimes may deliberately place people
in harm's way for purposes all his own.My biggest problem with
this book was the depiction of the military. Apparently Stephen
King has taken a few things he has read about the military and
expanded  them  into  something  unrealistic.  People  like  Kurtz
would not be in the Army (which the book seems to imply he is,
by equipment if not by style). Kurtz would not be receiving orders
from Cheyenne Mountain, which is an Air Force facility. He most
likely would be receiving orders from either the Pentagon (most
likely),  or  Langley  (less  likely,  but  still  plausible).The  other,
smaller problem with this book is that there is a lot of carry over
from previous King books. I kept wondering whether King was
going to tie in "It" somehow because so many of the references in
this book seemed similar to "It." King even mentions Pennywise
the  Clown.  However,  other  than  a  few  references  (like  to
Jerusalem's Lot), and some vague similarity in characters, this
book is mostly unrelated to other King books.As long as you can
get past King's portrayal of the military, if you are familiar with
the military and the nearly familiar but not storylines from his
previous  books,  you  are  left  with  a  darn  good  story.  I  was
enthralled for the last couple of hundred pages and could barely
wait to finish the book. Though I was sad at the end, I have to say
that this book has a good ending.King's quality has been bumpy,

in my mind, in recent years. However, this book is a good read.
This  book  makes  effective  use  of  things  that  go  bump  in  the
night. I was also pleased that King did a coherent job of plotting
his aliens' biology. I think that King fans will find this book a good
one, and even most casual fans of horror and aliens will find this
book interesting.If you are wondering about the dreamcatcher, I
must to tell you that you will have to read the book to learn about
that.  It  would  take  too  long  to  explain  the  relevance  of  the
dreamcatcher,  which you will  find out in the end when you read
the book. See the line, and enter the dreamcatcher.
•  After  hearing so much about  King's  first  post-accident  novel,  I
was anxious to pick up Dreamcatcher. After all, the book jacket
said:  "Not  since  The Stand has  King  crafted  a  story  of  such
astonishing range--and never before has he contended with the
heart of darkness so frankly." Sounds good, doesn't it?Well, don't
believe everything you read. The Stand is considered by many to
be  a  classic  work  of  fiction--arguably  well-respected  and  long-
remembered. Unfortunately, Dreamcatcher isn't going to be one
of those books that "stick" the way The Stand did. It's a mediocre
novel--at  least  for  Stephen King--and  a  forgettable  one.King's
strength lies in his characters. He doesn't disappoint when he
introduces us to four long-time friends: Henry, Jonesy, Beaver and
Peter. It doesn't take King long to make us care about these guys,
and to show us that, although their lives seem fairly mundane,
they're  far  from  ordinary.Despite  some  likeable  characters,
Dreamcatcher  seems  a  bit  manipulative.  The  character  of
Duddits, a boy-man with Down's syndrome, feels like a tool to
hook us into adoring the four men (the book's main characters)
who were kind to him as Junior High-aged kids.All  the X-Files
imagery  didn't  work  for  me,  either.  Perhaps  it's  that  we're
overloaded with media images of little gray men with big, onyx-
colored eyes, or maybe it's just because news of UFO's and foo
lights in the sky seems, well, old hat. Either way, Dreamcatcher
had a sort of been-there done-that feel.I expect a good Stephen
King book to hold me captive so that I just can't put it down. I
want to be kept awake reading past 3 a.m. (I believe I read in an
interview somewhere that this is a goal of King's--to keep his
readers up nights, not because they're frightened, but because
they just can't put his book down.) I read Dreamcatcher a chapter
or two at a time, and then put it back on the bedside table. I may
have kept nibbling at the bait, but I was never truly hooked.


