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* | truly wanted to enjoy this book. But as mentioned before, the
hype that went with it made have actually hurt it, since fantasy
readers and 'experienced' readers will expect so much more from
such a 'young prodigy'. truth is that the book is not bad, it is a
nice and quick read for fantasy fans, but it will be that for
younger readers and readers that are just getting into the fantasy
books. If you have read Tolkien and Pullman and so many others
you will be dissapointed by the book, cause it ends up being a
D&D; story, and any HS in the world has a good teen writer that
can come up with a book like this. The plot clearly is the product
of an inexperienced writer who read Tolkien (old wise man, Elven
princess with a thing for the human, a hidden city in the

mountains)and saw Star Wars (rebel 'princess' with a thing for
the rouge hero, hero finds missing sibbling - this last bit was not
part of book 1 but you can see it comming a mile away)and
formulated a very simply and predictable story (there was not
one single plot twist that surprises or that doesn't have a direct
relation with SW and LOTR, except for the telepathic dragon and
I've been told that is also an idea from other fantasy series).the
kid has potential, but the marketing has over hyped the quality of
the book, which would hurt any developing writer. It doesn't help
that the author over-hyped himself as well; on his site he claims
to strive "for a lyrical beauty somewhere between Tolkien at his
best and Seamus Heaney's translation of Beowulf". Now that is a
mouthful not easily lived up to. And from his use of language and
prose, his editor should let him know he is years and years away
from that.Since he is maturing, hopefully the 2nd book will reflect
that, but from the reviews so far, this may not be the case. For
younger readers, non-English speakers this is a good choice,
since the language is simple, the story easy to follow.

* This was a wonderful book that had all that a person could want
in a fantasy book. A dragon and aboy on a great adventure. Best
book | have read in a long time.



