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• i read this book because i saw the movie and thought it was awesome. the book is very good, too... it moves at a slightly slow pace but the
elaborate plots people put into place against each other and the swordfighting and everything are still  in place and thoroughly wonderful.the thing
that keeps me from absolutely loving this book is the character of valentine de villfort, who singlehandedly sets the women's movement back about a
year everytime someone reads this. mademoiselle valentine is so weak willed and insipid a character that she makes my teeth hurt everytime she
speaks. she also somehow manages to have less spine than her quadrapalegic grandfather. excuse the pun, but he is actually able to have more
direct impact on events through his actions than she is. mademoiselle sugar cube nearly ruined the ending of the book for me, and so i cannot give
this a perfect rating. read it, but if you're a feminist, keep a look out for her and try not to let her ruin it for you.
• When I went to buy this book for a bookclub, there were so many different abridged versions that I finally gave up and bought the unabridged. I am
so glad I did! My husband and I both read and loved this book. It's a great translation and I would definitely recommend the unabridged version. It was
interesting in my bookclub to hear all of the different plot lines left out of the various abridged versions. Some of them were pretty pivotal! I'd stick
with this great version.
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