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• You know those dreams that are especially absurd, but quite realistic? So realistic that reality and
fiction have a strange way of mixing the next morning? You awake thinking that your boyfriend is
angry at you for cheating on him. With Val Kilmer. Or that you won the Apprentice and are now
working for Donald Trump, not at your pathetic job shelving books in the library. And for that brief
second reality is clouded and hazy. You have to spend a minute or two telling yourself that you don't
even know Val Kilmer. Such is Georges Perec's W, or the Memory of Childhood. It is a confounding
blend of reality and fiction. In the beginning it  is easy to make a clear distinction, but by the time
you reach the end you are not sure where one ends and the other begins. It takes a second to sort it
all outBe forewarned. This is not a book for the Danielle Steele fan.The story is a twisting dual
narrative. One narrative is a memoir of Perec's own childhood during the Holocaust. The other a
created story about an island obsessed with sport. Both stories seemingly have nothing to do with
the other, but by the end of the book you understand that one was written for the other, the effect
much like transposing two photographs on top of each other.Perec's childhood is with recounted (not
in italics) with factual lists-he had a mother, a father, a potty, a cot-and a confession that he has
little memory of his childhood. He tells the reader how he remembers his childhood-recalling to the
reader the way he recalls it, not how it may have actually happened. (He adds addendums now that
he is older to help aid the confused reader.) He retells his childhood devoid of emotion-his mother is
sent to the death camps, his father killed in combat, he is sent to different border schools. It is stark
in black and white print, told with a voice of indifference. It is this lack of emotionalism that sets the
tone for the other story-the story of W (in italics).Woven just as elusively in his memory of childhood
is the story of W. W is a tiny island that at first glance seems to be a land of joy and triumph-a land
where the Olympic ideal is revered and honored. It is in the tale, in this island of W that we learn of
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unspeakable  horrors,  where  champions  are  elevated  like  gods  and  losers  killed,  beaten,  and
tortured. A land where Law is chaos and deceit is rewarded. A place where there is no value for
human life, just the result it is capable of producing. It is this grotesque story that is charged with
emotion and we recoil in repulsion. It is in this story that Perec connects with his own memory of
childhood and shares with us how he feels. Perec tells us, "How can you explain that what he is
seeing is not anything horrific, not a nightmare he will suddenly awake from, something he can rid
his mind of? How can you explain that this is life, real life . . . wherever you turn your eyes, that's
what you will see, you will not see anything else, and that is the only thing that turns out to be
true."(Perec 139-140).Perec's unusual method allows us to experience the history of the Holocaust in
two ways: one a factual representation of the author's own life and the other an emotional horror
through the story of W. It is in W we see the full extent of what human nature is capable. Because of
this W, or the memory of childhood will haunt and challenge you. It is branded in your memory, as
you try to understand it. It takes a second to sort it all out.
• The book Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll was a creative trip into the world of
dreams. Lewis Carroll is most famous as an author, particularly for writing Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland. He was also a mathematician, Angelical deacon, and photographer. Carroll originally
created the story for Alice Liddell, a child he befriended while he was a deacon at a local church. She
loved the tale and asked him to write the story down on paper. At first he hesitated. Two years later,
Carroll agreed, and the classic story was born. Carroll's main goal for writing the book was to get
children interested in reading.Lewis Carroll was actually a pen name for Charles Lutwidge Dodgson.

His work was mostly considered to be literary nonsense, and Alice's Adventures in Wonderland is a
classic example. Many people, ranging in all ages, have enjoyed Carroll's fantasy and word play
writings.  Carroll's  way of  writing has influenced many authors all  over the world.Although Carroll's
writings are very creative and imaginative, Carroll wrote a book with too many hidden meanings in
it. For instance, the references to drug use are too prevalent. The first run-in Alice has with drugs is
with the caterpillar. She stumbles across him sitting on a mushroom. He is smoking hookah and
blowing rings of smoke toward Alice. Shortly after Alice leaves the caterpillar, she meets the Mad
Hatter. He was a hatter, which means that he would inhale some of the mercury fumes that were
used to cure felt in some of his hats. Mercury poisoning results in brain damage and confused
speech. The last drug reference occurs when Alice eats and drinks the substances that make her
grow or shrink. Alice did not know what she was consuming. She ate and drank it anyway and she
ended up growing or shrinking. Carroll intended that children read the book. He might have sent the
wrong messages. Children might think that Alice has fun eating and drinking mysterious substances
and they would too. Also, Carroll actually wrote a very complicated book that most young children
probably could not understand. He used a lot of literary techniques like reversals, puns, and mirror
writings. These could easily be overlooked and misunderstood by children.Lewis Carroll tried to write
the book from Alice Liddell's point of view to make reading enjoyable for children. He wanted to
prove that children could have thoughts that were as complicated as or more complicated than
adults. If the reader will not try to dissect the meaning of each word and wants to feel like a child
again, then this book would be a good choice.


