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• If you wish to remain in that happy blissful world of suspended disbelief, where fairy stories
continue to charm and inspire, and heroes are held sacred, then by all means never read this
book."He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes, and said
to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he went away and washed,
and came back seeing." Gospel of John: 9: 6-7.The intended audience of this work: the permanently
cynical  (me),  writers,  and English  Literature undergraduates.  For  undergrads:  after  mentioning
Foucault you quote Polti's structural plot diagnostic in some obfuscated sentence in about your third
paragraph of any lit paper and you're on your way to graduating with honors. Heck, you professor
won't even read any further and just slap an "A" on the darn thing. For writers: if you are stuck,
reading this will send you screaming back to your alphanumeric clavichord faster than a Mustang
with a tank full of white lightening and jet fuel.One of the horrible things about reviewing is you start
to think about what you've seen and read. Given man's continued Aristotelian imperative to classify,
we also begin to classify written and visual literature. Soon this is distilled to an essence, and soon
you read the essence instead of the story. Or the familiar story is re-written in a disguised way, and
with such excellent selection of language, you don't care.Georges Polti made things even worse than
Aristotle did, and now there are no new stories under the sun. Instead of a Novel-O-Matic or "Mad-
Lib: The Novel" we have Polti's "The Thirty-Six Dramatic Situations." Read this and you need never
read again,  but  will  always  just  flip  to  this  most  essential  of  the  "Master  Plots."Why 36?  Why not.
Nice factoring on that handy number, sounds plausible, and didn't Jesus die at 36 years old? Or was
it  33?  Aren't  there  "Form  Critics"  and  deconstructionists  who  hold  the  Gospels  out  to  be  the  first
novels? Polti hesitates not.
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• if you're any kind of perfectionist. i have no idea how this can happen, but this seems to be one of
those print-on-demand books.  i  guess  they took the text  file  of  the paperback edition and did  not
bother to set margins that would match the paperback, so you get footnotes that are in the middle
of pages instead of at the bottom of the page, where they should be and where they are in the
paperback. then we have...and this escapes me as to how exactly it was done...sentences that
endand then begin again..........with the double space gap and sometimes an indent.absolutely
amazing.then, where there should apparently be illustrations...there aren't!!! that is particularly
annoying.  now i'll  have to buy a different edition and, hopefully,  i'll  be able to get the pics.ok,  i'm

done with my rant about that. being someone who spent a large part of my life word processing, this
kind of thing just irks me no end. how can someone NOT see what's going on?i enjoyed the book,
though.  having  just  finished  "worlds  in  collision",  this  was  a  great  follow-up,  although  i  probably
should've read it  first.  both books have great theories as to what's been going on on Earth and, if
you're not one of those people who are all hung up on what "science" says is truth, you will be
reading this book 'til well into the night. i love speculation and alternate theories, and who really are
we to say what is "truth"?


