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• This is Twaine at his best. The book provokes thought, draws
sympathy, and is downright hilarious. It also reads smoothly and
at a brisk pace. It's a quick, fun read. I should also emphasize
that while this is frequently labelled as children's literature, I find
that label to be completely misleading. While it can no doubt be
enjoyed  by  children  at  their  level,  there  are  a  number  of
subtleties,  particularly  in  the  humor,  that  will  be  beyond the
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comprehension of most 13 year olds.The most pervasive feature
of theme of the book is the ignorance of people in the sixth
century.  The  Yankee  is  constantly  dazzling  both  king  and
commoner with all  manner of  "miracles"  (really  just  works of
engineering or culture that he has as a result of his 19th century
education).  The  people  are  the  most  easily  duped  idiots
imaginable, and hold the most base conceptions and prejudices,
and  have  no  conception  of  justice.  Twain  believes  these
shortcomings are a product of their environment and education,
rather  than  inherrent  deficiencies  ("training,  all  is  training").  He
also tackles slavery (an institution out of practice by the time of
this book's writing), draws sympathy for slaves, and advocates
the equality  of  all  humanity.  All  pretty  simple  stuff.  At  a  slightly
deeper level, he tackles economic policy, namely protectionism
vs. free trade, a debate that raged into his day and even into our
own.  He  ridicules  the  views  of  the  protectionists  and  their
inability to understand the meaning of real vs. nominal wages,
clearly a slap at certain arguments of his own day.Though the
social commentary is interesting, if elementary, the satire is by
far the best part of this book. Twain takes so many shots at so
many  targets  that  it's  difficult  even  for  the  careful  reader  to
notice  them all.  By  far  the  funniest  character  is  Alisande,  a
charicature  of  Arthurian  women,  who  the  yankee  pejoritively
nicknames  "Sandy."  When  she  rambles  on  for  hours  to  no
apparent purpose "running her mill," by whihc Twain pokes fun
both of women in general and of their style of speech in Arthurian
literature. A very funny scene is when Sandy relates a story from
Thomas  Mallory  ver  batim,  with  the  Yankee  constantly
interjecting with suggestions to  improve Mallory's  arid  writing

style. "The Irish guy sounds like all the others, Sandy. You ought
to give him a brogue, or at least have him say something like 'be
jabbers' so that you'd know it's him speaking," which of course is
a suggestion Sandy takes.Another great piece of satire is Twain's
commentary on the yankee himself. When he defeats opposing
knights, he makes them sell all sorts of trinkets and products,
from  top  hats  to  soap  to  stoves,  as  his  way  of  spreading
civilization. Of course these goods don't make a nation civilized,
but  that  the  yankee  thinks  they  do  is  Twain's  pejorative
commentary as a westerner on eastern materialism. Twain's way
of  telling  it  is  very  funny  stuff.  There's  much  more  excellent
humor that can't be mentioned for the sake of space.The ending
is  another  excellent  commentary.  The  yankee's  beautifully
crafted  civilization  crashes  down  because  of  the  irrascible
prejudices of the people, which the church uses to its advantage.
Twain's negative view of imperialism is here reflected, in how he
depicts  the  folly  of  elevating  a  society  by  outside  influences.  A
civilization must grow at its own pace, developing its views and
values  through  a  long  process  of  trials.  Attempts  to  import
institutions from without are bound for failure. Though relevant in
Twain's day, this is equally applicable in ours.So, if you want the
whole package: a quick, easy read that also provides thought-
proviking commentary and great humor, I'd recommend reading
this.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  better  book  that  has  everything
this one does.
•  A  well  thought-out  vocabulary  curriculum with  a  variety  of
useful  exercises  (word-in-context,  synonyms,  antonyms,
analogies,  etc.)  Each  level  contains  300  words.  Level  F  is
appropriate for advanced high school or college students.


