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• Over the course of my life I've had limited exposure to knowledge about oil - I see gas prices daily,
I occasionally pay attention to news stories that feature oil prominently, and I read the protest
banners that exclaim "no blood for oil" (which I always found to be a rather silly slogan). End all be
all, I didn't know Jack about oil until I read this book.The book starts with a history of oil discovery
(Chapter 1). Usually such histories are incredibly boring in my opinion, but Yeomans does a great job
keeping the reader interested (partially by moving pretty quickly, rather than dwelling on arcane
and ultimately irrelevant historical analysis). Chapters 2-7 deal with different policy topics that are
predominantly  oil  oriented:  cars  in  America,  human  rights  and  environmental  issues  in  oil
exploration, oil prices and scarcity, oil wars, President Bush's association with the oil industry, and
CAFE (a piece of emissions standards legislation). The book then ends (Chapter 8) with a brief
discussion of hydrogen as an emerging alternative and an afterward on the rising importance of
China.  From what  I  know of  oil  discussions  in  general,  these chapters  introduce most  of  the
important elements of the general discussion of oil; reading this book made me feel prepared to
discuss oil issues to a moderate degree of depth.For readers who are already familiar with these
discussions about oil, I don't know that reading this book will tell you much more than you already
know. Yeomans clearly has a liberal bias on the issue, but he is not quite a doomsayer. For those
who do not know much about the politics and cultural aspects of oil, I highly reccomend this book as
a short read that will get you up to speed so whenever the topic comes up in conversation or news
you can have an informed opinion.
• The antiquity of this shines through like stained glass. The story and morality behind it is lasting
and thought-provoking, while the storyline leaves something to be desired at points.Reviewed by
Jonathan Stephens
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