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Invite to our literary
world! Below at our
publication, we
understand the power
of an excellent The
Somme evaluation. It
can lead you to your
following preferred
story, widen your
horizons with a non-
fiction work of art, and
aid you uncover new
writers. That's why
we're excited to take
you on a journey to
explore the terrific
world of The Somme
book evaluates.

DISCOVER NEW
BOOKS

As voracious readers,
we all know the feeling
of finishing a book and
wondering what to
check out next. This is
where The Somme
been available in
convenient. By
reviewing reviews, we
can discover our next
favorite unique or non-
fiction masterpiece.

BROADENING YOUR
HoORIZONS

Perhaps you have
actually never ever
read a science fiction
story before, or you
wonder about the most
up to date self-help
book. The Somme can
help you discover
brand-new genres and


https://blog.amf.com/

topics, broadening
your analysis horizons.

When looking for
dependable testimonial
sources, take into
consideration trusted
publication blog sites,
book evaluation sites,
and literary
publications. Do not
hesitate to review
evaluations from
multiple resources to
obtain an all-round
understanding of a
publication.

PickiING THE RIGHT
THE SOMME
PuUBLICATION

When choosing a new
publication to review,
it's important to select
one that straightens
with your interests.
Checking out reviews
can help you identify if
a The Somme book is
appropriate for you.
Try to find reviews that
review the story,

composing style, and
overall tone of the
book.

And remember,
analysis is subjective.
Just because a book
has radiant reviews
doesn't imply you will
like it, and the other
way around. Usage
evaluates as an
overview, but
eventually trust your
own impulses when
selecting your
following read.

THE RELEVANCE
OF THE SOMME
TESTIMONIALS

When it involves the
globe of books, there's
no refuting the
relevance of
testimonials. As a
matter of fact, reviews
can make or damage a
publication's success.
As viewers, we depend
on testimonials to
assist us choose
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whether to spend our
money and time in a
new publication. As
writers, reviews offer
important responses
and can help improve
book sales.

Evaluations
additionally play a
significant role fit the
literary world. They can
affect visitor
viewpoints and even
affect the total
understanding of The
Somme publication or
author. Favorable
reviews can generate
buzz and draw in
brand-new readers,
while negative reviews
can deter potential
viewers and hurt a
book's online
reputation.

Therefore, it's essential
to share your sincere
point of views via The
Somme reviews. Your
comments can help
various other visitors
discover their following

favored publication and
support writers in their
literary journey. So, the
following time you
finish a book, take a
few mins to write an
evaluation and make
your voice listened to
in the world of
literature!

FICTION THE
SOMME
EVALUATIONS

When it comes to
publication

testimonials, fiction
books are usually the
most commonly gone
over and reviewed.
From love and mystery
to science fiction and
fantasy, there are
many styles to select
from. Whether you're a
follower of heartfelt
romance, exhilarating
murder mysteries, or
mind-bending sci-fi
adventures, there's
always The Somme



publication waiting to
mesmerize you.

The First Day on the

Somme Casemate
Publishers

Two World War |
classics: The story of a
British soldier enduring
the battle in France
and a novella starring
a man who takes
drastic steps to escape
the Great War. The
million British dead
have left no books
behind. What they felt
as they died hour by
hour in the mud, or
were choked horribly

with gas, or
relinquished their
reluctant lives on

stretchers, no witness
tells. But here is a book
that almost tells it. . . .
Mr. Gristwood has had
the relentless
simplicity to recall
things as they were; he
was as nearly dead as
he could be without
dying, and he has

smelt the stench of his
own corruption. This is
the story of millions of
men—of millions.” —H.
G. Wells In The Somme
and its companion The
Coward, first published
in 1927, the heroics of
war and noble self-
sacrifice are
completely absent,
replaced by the gritty
realism of life for the
ordinary soldier in
World War | and an
unflinching portrayal of
the horrors of war.
Written under the
guidance of master
storyteller H. G. Wells,
they are classics of the
genre. Based on A. D.
Gristwood’'s own
wartime experiences,
The Somme revolves
around a futile attack
during the 1916
Somme campaign. On
the battlefront, Tom
Everitt is wounded and
must be moved back
through a series of

4 The Somme

2021-09-26



The Somme 5

dressing stations to the
General Hospital at
Rouen. Few other
accounts of the war
give such an accurate
picture of trench life,
and The Spectator
praised Gristwood’s
“very effective
writing,” calling The
Somme “a book which
anyone who was not in
the War should read.”
The Coward concerns a
man who shoots
himself in the hand to
escape the chaos
during the March 1918
retreat—an offense
punishable by
death—and is haunted
by fear of discovery
and self-loathing.
Together, these works
offer a vivid, immersive
view of the First World
War and the suffering
it inflicted on the men
who fought it.

Flo of the Somme
Independently
Published

offensive to be waged
against Germany even
as France poured
incredible numbers of
men into the
slaughterhouse that
was the desperate
defense of Verdun.
élan vital” of the
French people, a
quality, he argued, that
set the Gallic race
apart from the rest of
the world. French
losses were just under
200,000. The Germans
lost at least 650,000.
Just as the French
refused to give up
ground at Verdun, the
Germans held on
stubbornly at the
Somme—so stubbornly
that General
Ludendorff actually
complained that his
men “fought too
doggedly, clinging too
resolutely to the mere
holding of ground, with
the result that the
losses were heavy.”



The only thing
“conclusive” about the
Somme was the
ineluctable fact of
death. No battle ever
fought in any conflict
provided a stronger
incentive for all sides
to reach a negotiated
peace—the “peace
without victory” that
Woodrow Wilson, still
standing on the
sidelines, urged the
combatants to agree
upon. Instead, the
Kaiser, appalled both
by Verdun and the

Somme, relieved
Falkenhayn and
replaced him with
Hindenburg and

Ludendorff, who had
achieved great success
on the Eastern Front.
The new commanders
created two new
defensive lines, both
well behind the Somme
front. On the one hand,
it was a retreat. On the
other, it was a

commitment to draw
the French and British
farther east and invite
them to sacrifice more
of their soldiery. The
modest advance the
British made was but
the prelude to
additional slaughter.

The First Day on the
Somme Pen and Sword

While best known as
being the scene of the
most terrible carnage
in the WW1 the French
department of the
Somme has seen many
other battles from
Roman times to 1944.
William the Conqueror
launched his invasion
from there; the French
and English fought at
Crecy in 1346; Henry
V's army marched
through on their way to
Agincourt in 1415; the
Prussians came in
1870. The Great War
saw three great battles
and approximately half
of the 400,000 who
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died on the Somme
were British - a terrible
harvest, marked by
242 British cemeteries
and over 50,000 lie in
unmarked graves.
These statistics explain
in part why the area is
visited year-on-year by
ever increasing
numbers of British and
Commonwealth
citizens. This evocative
book written by the
authors of the iconic
First Day on the
Somme.is a thorough
guide to the
cemeteries, memorials
and battlefields of the
area, with the
emphasis on the
fighting of 1916 and
1918, with fascinating
descriptions and
anecdotes.

The Battle of the

Somme: A Captivating
Guide to One of the

Most Devastating

Events of the First

World War That Took

Place on the Western
Front Leo Cooper

This new edition of
Paul Reed's classic
book Walking the
Somme is an essential
traveling companion
for anyone visiting the
Somme battlefields of
1916. His book, first
published over ten
years ago, is the result
of a lifetime's research
into the battle and the
landscape over which it
was fought. From
Gommecourt, Serre,
Beaumont-Hamel and
Thiepval to Montauban,
High Wood, Delville
Wood and Flers, he
guides the walker
across the major sites
associated with the
fighting. These are now
features of the
peaceful Somme
countryside. In total
there are 16 walks,
including a new one
tracing the operations
around Mametz Wood,



and all the original
walks have been fully
revised and brought up
to date. Walking the
Somme brings the
visitor not only to the
places where the
armies clashed but to
the landscape of
monuments,
cemeteries and
villages that make the
Somme battlefield so
moving to explore.

The German Army on
the Somme, 1914-1916
Pen and Sword

Mercy dog, Flo, has
more to contend with
than racing across the
dangerous battlefield
of the Somme. Can she
get her medical kit to
the injured? Can she
lead Ray, the stretcher-
bearer, and his donkey
to them in time?
Depicting the key
landmarks of the
Somme, this story pays
tribute to the
remarkable bravery of

the animals who
played their part
during World War One.

The Somme Sutton Pub
Limited

At 07.30 hours on 1
July 1916, the
devastating cacophony
of the Allied artillery
fell silent along the
front on the Somme.
The ear-splitting
explosions were
replaced by the shrill
sound of hundreds of
whistles being blown.
At that moment, tens
of thousands of British
soldiers climbed out
from the trenches on
their part of the
Western Front, and
began to make their
way steadily towards
the German lines
opposite. It was the
first day of the Battle
of the Somme.By the
end of the day, a
number of the
regiments involved had
met with some degree
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of success; others had
suffered heavy losses
for no gain, whilst a
few quite literally
ceased to exist. That
day, the old infantry
tactics of the British
Army clashed head-on
with the reality of
modern warfare. On
what is generally
accepted as the worst
day in the British
Armys history, there
were more than 60,000
casualties a third of
them fatal.In this
publication, the
authors have drawn
together, for the first
time ever, all the War
Diary entries for 171
British Regiments that
went over the top that
day a day that even
now still touches so
many families both in
the United Kingdom
and around the world.
The result will be a
vital work of reference
to the events of 1 July

1916, a valuable
information source for
not only for those
interested in military
history, but
genealogists and
historians alike.

THE POWER OF
NARRATION

At the heart of every
excellent fiction The
Somme book is a
compelling tale. As
viewers, we're
attracted to
personalities who deal
with challenges,
overcome barriers, and
ultimately, arise
victorious. We become
bought their lives and
in the world developed
by the author. The very
best  fiction  books
transport wus to
different times and
locations, and make us
really feel a series of
feelings, from love and
delight to despair and
concern.



THE VALUE OF
FicTioN REVIEWS OF
THE SOMME

Evaluations play an
important duty on the
planet of fiction
publications. They help
visitors decide which
The Somme
publications to review
following and provide
valuable comments to
authors. Additionally,
evaluations can
influence  publication
sales and effect the
success of both
developed and
upcoming writers. By
sharing your ideas and
viewpoints in an
evaluation, you can
help various other
viewers uncover their
next preferred book
and add to the literary
area.

CREATING A FICTION
EVALUATION OF THE

10

SOMME

When creating a fiction
publication testimonial,
it is necessary to take
into consideration the
total framework of your
review. Beginning with
a brief recap of the
story and personalities,
then look into your
ideas and opinions. Be
sure to concentrate on
details components of
the book that attracted
attention to you, such
as the writing style,

character
advancement, or plot
twists. And don't

hesitate to share your
individual link to the
The Somme publication
and just how it made
you feel.

Keep in mind, your
opinion matters
worldwide of fiction
publications. By
sharing your thoughts
through a testimonial,
you can aid other
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visitors uncover the
magic of storytelling
and connect with the
impressive literary
area that exists around
the globe.

NON-FICTION
REVIEWS

Non-fiction literary
works offers a wealth
of knowledge and
information on various
topics. From
biographies to
background, science to
politics, non-fiction
books can expand your
perspective and
expand your
understanding of the
globe around you.

The Somme Publication
evaluations are
particularly essential
when it concerns non-

fiction literary works.
They can supply
important

understandings right
into the accuracy,

11

reliability, and overall
high quality of the
information offered in a
book. Reviews can
additionally aid you
establish if a book is
right for you and if it
lines up with your
interests and
viewpoints.

When reviewing non-
fiction testimonials,
make certain to take
into consideration the
customer's credentials
and experience on the
subject matter. Look
for evaluations that
offer particular
instances and proof to
sustain their insurance
claims. It's additionally
a great concept to
check out testimonials
from several resources
to get an all-round
understanding of a
book.

THE POWER OoF NON-



FicTioN REVIEWS

Non-fiction testimonials
can have a significant
effect on both the
author and the visitor.
Favorable reviews can
enhance a book's
exposure and
credibility, resulting in
greater sales and a
bigger readership.
Negative evaluations,
on the other hand, can
offer constructive
criticism for the writer
to enhance their
writing and study.

As a reader, your
evaluations can also
make a distinction.
Your feedback can help
various other visitors
make a decision
whether or not to
review The Somme,
and it can additionally
give valuable
understandings for the
author to consider in
future jobs.

So, whether you're a

12

history aficionado or a
self-help lover, non-
fiction testimonials can

aid you find new
publications and
broaden your

knowledge. Accept the
power of publication
testimonials and allow
them direct you on
your literary journey.

CREATING THE

SOMME
PUBLICATION
REVIEW

If you're a book
enthusiast, chances
are you've composed a
publication review
before. Nevertheless,
creating a book
testimonial that is

helpful and engaging
can be a challenging
job. Right here are
some suggestions to
help you craft a well-
written testimonial:
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STRUCTURE YOUR
TESTIMONIAL

Begin with a short
introduction that
consists of the writer's
name, the title of the
book, and the
category. After that,
provide a summary of
the plot without giving
away any looters.
Generally body of your
review, review the
toughness and weak
points of The Somme.
Finally, end with your
overall viewpoint and
suggestion.

EXPRESS YOUR
THOUGHTS AND
OPINIONS

Don't be afraid to
share your thoughts
and opinions. Allow
your visitors
understand what you
liked and didn't like
regarding the book. Be
specific  and  offer
instances to support

13

your point of views.
This adds integrity to
your The Somme
testimonial and helps
readers comprehend
your viewpoint.

PREVENT THE SOMME
LOOTERS

One of one of the most
crucial rules of
composing a book
testimonial is to stay
clear of looters. Don't
give away major story
factors or the closing of
guide. It is essential to
allow viewers find the
tale for themselves.

BE HONEST AND
PosITIVE

As a reviewer, your job
is to supply honest
responses to the
author and prospective
readers. Be positive in
your objection and
supply ideas for
enhancement. Keep in
mind to be respectful



and prevent individual
attacks.

By complying with
these suggestions,
you'll be well on your
means to composing
reliable The Somme
publication evaluates
that will educate and
engage your target
market.

Visiting the Somme
& Ypres Battlefields
Made Easy Vintage

"Despite superior air
and artillery power,
British soldiers died in
catastrophic numbers
at the Battle of Somme
in 1916. What went
wrong, and who was
responsible? This book
meticulously

reconstructs the battle,
assigns responsibility
to military and political
leaders, and changes
forever the way we
understand this
encounter and the
history of the Western

14

Front"--Publisher
description.

The Somme Stations
Rowman & Littlefield

Paralysis. Stuttering.
The 'shakes'. Inability
to stand or walk.
Temporary blindness or
deafness. When
strange symptoms like
these began appearing
in men at Casualty
Clearing Stations in
1915, a debate began
in army and medical
circles as to what it
was, what had caused
it and what could be
done to cure it. But the
numbers were never
large. Then in July 1916
with the start of the
Somme battle the
incidence of shell
shock rocketed. The
high command of the
British army began to
panic. An increasingly
large number of men
seemed to have simply
lost the will to fight. As
entire battalions had to
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be withdrawn from the
front, commanders and
military doctors
desperately tried to
come up with
explanations as to
what was going wrong.
‘Shell shock' - what we
would now refer to as
battle trauma - was
sweeping the Western
Front. By the beginning
of August 1916, nearly
200,000 British soldiers
had been killed or
wounded during the
first month of fighting
along the Somme.
Another 300,000 would
be lost before the
battle was over. But
the army always said it
could not calculate the
exact number of those
suffering  from shell
shock. Re-assessing
the official casualty
figures, Taylor
Downing for the first
time comes up with an
accurate estimate of
the total numbers who

15

were taken out of
action by psychological
wounds. It is a
shocking figure. Taylor
Downing's revelatory
new book follows units
and individuals from
signing up to the Pals
Battalions of 1914,
through to the horrors
of their experiences on
the Somme which led
to the shell shock that,
unrelated to weakness
or cowardice, left the
men unable to
continue fighting. He
shines a light on the
official - and brutal -

response to the
epidemic, even against
those officers and

doctors who looked on
it sympathetically. It
was, they believed, a
form of hysteria. It was
contagious. And it had

to be stopped.
Breakdown brings an
entirely new

perspective to bear on
one of the iconic



battles of the First
World War.

The First Day of the
Somme Abrams

The soldiers receive
the best service a
historian can provide:
their story is told in
their own words -
Guardian 'For some
reason nothing seemed
to happen to us at first;
we strolled along as
though walking in a
park. Then, suddenly,
we were in the midst of
a storm of machine-
gun bullets and | saw
men beginning to twirl
round and fall in all
kinds of curious ways'
On 1 July 1916, a
continous line of British
soldiers climbed out
from the trenches of
the Somme into No
Man's Land and began
to walk towards dug-in
German troops armed
with machine-guns. By
the end of the day
there were more than

16

60,000 British
casualties - a third of
them fatal. Martin

Middlebrook's now-
classic account of the
blackest day in the
history of the British
army draws on official
sources from the time,
and on the words of
hundreds of survivors:
normal men, many of
them volunteers, who
found themselves
thrown into a scene of
unparalleled tragedy
and horror.

Slaughter on the
Somme Weidenfeld &
Nicolson

A major new history of
the most infamous
battle of the First
World War, as
described by the men
who fought it. On 1 July
1916, Douglas Haig's
army launched the 'Big
Push' that was
supposed finally to
bring an end to the
stalemate on the
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Western Front. What
happened next was a
human catastrophe:
scrambling over the
top into the face of the
German machine guns
and artillery fire,
almost 20,000 British
and Commonwealth
soldiers were killed
that day alone, and
twice as many
wounded - the greatest
loss in a single day
ever sustained by the
British Army. The
battle did not stop
there, however. It
dragged on for another
4 months, leaving the
battlefield strewn with
literally hundreds of
thousands of bodies.
The Somme has
remained a byword for
the futility of war ever
since. In this major
new history, Peter Hart
describes how the
battle looked from the
point of view of those
who fought it. Using

17

never-before-seen
eyewitness
testimonies, he shows
us this epic conflict
from all angles. We see
what it was like to
crawl across No Man's
Land in the face of the
German guns, what it
was like for those who
stayed behind in the
trenches - the padres,
the artillerymen, the
doctors. We also see
what the battle looked
like from the air, as the
RFC battled to keep
control of the skies
above the battlefield.
All this is put in the
context of the
background to the
battle, and Haig's
overall strategy for the
Western Front, making
this the most
comprehensive history
of the battle since Lyn
MacDonald's
bestselling work over
20 years ago.

The Somme Macmillan



Rescuing from history
the heroes on the front
line whose bravery has
been overlooked, and
giving voice to their
bereaved relatives at
home, Hugh Sebag-
Montefiore reveals the
Battle of the Somme in
all its glory and misery,
helping us to realize
that there are many
meaningful ways to
define a battle when
seen through the eyes
of those who lived it.

From the Somme to
Victory Pen and Sword

Published to coincide
with the centenary
commemoration of the
battle of the Somme,
this new study
comprises 12 separate
articles written by
some of the foremost
military historians,
each of whom looks at
a specific aspect of the
battle. Focusing on key
aspects of the British,
French and German

18

forces, overall strategic
and tactical impacts of
the battle and with an
introduction by
renowned World War |
scholar Professor Sir
Hew Strachan, The
Battle of the Somme is
a timely collection of
the latest research and
analysis of the battle.
The terrors of the
Somme have largely
come to embody
trench warfare on the
Western Front in the
modern imagination,
but this new book looks
beyond the horrendous
conditions and
staggering casualty
rates to provide new,
insightful research on
one of the most pivotal
battles of the war.

RESERVE
TESTIMONIAL
COMMUNITIES

If you're a follower of
The Somme publication
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and love to share your
thoughts and opinions,
joining book review
areas is a must. These
areas are an excellent
means to get in touch
with similar individuals,
uncover brand-new
books, and share your
evaluations with a
broader target market.

ONLINE OPERATING
SYSTEMS

A number of online
systems are dedicated
to book reviews, such
as Goodreads, which is
just one of the most
prominent platforms.
Goodreads allows you
to price and evaluation
publications, get in
touch with various
other readers, and join
teams to go over
publications.

Another prominent
platform is Amazon,
which not only enables
you to buy books but
also supplies an area

19

for visitors to leave
evaluations. This
suggests you can not
only see what others
think of The Somme
publication, but you
can likewise share your
own point of views and
aid others make
educated decisions.

Book CLuBS

Signing up with a
publication club is an
amazing method to
expand your reading
horizons and connect
with various other book
enthusiasts. Many
publication clubs have
online neighborhoods
where participants can
talk about publications,
leave evaluations, and
share referrals.

There are likewise lots
of The Somme
publication clubs that
fulfill personally, which
allows you to connect
with people in your
area and go over books



face-to-face. Consult
your local library or
book shop for
publication clubs in
your location.

On the whole,
publication evaluation
communities use a
terrific way to boost
your analysis
experience and get in
touch with others. So,
if you're enthusiastic
concerning The
Somme, do not think
twice to join these
areas and share your
love for literature!

CONCLUSION:
EMBRACE THE
MAGIC OF THE
SOMME BOOK
TESTIMONIALS
Finally, we wish this
article has highlighted
the significance  of
publication evaluations
and exactly how they

can help you uncover
your following favorite

20

read. From fiction to
non-fiction,
testimonials offer
beneficial responses to
writers and overview
visitors in selecting the
appropriate
publications based on
their interests.

Yet it's not practically
locating the ideal The
Somme publication -
reviews develop
communities where
book enthusiasts can
attach and share their
ideas and opinions.
Signing up with book
testimonial
communities can
enhance your reading
experience and open
your mind to new point
of views.

So, we motivate you to
embrace the magic of
The Somme
testimonials. Whether
you're an experienced
reader or simply
starting your literary
trip, evaluations are a
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powerful device in the
world of literary works.
Your viewpoint
matters, and by
sharing your thoughts,
you can aid form the
discussion around
books.

We wish this article has
motivated you to
explore The Somme,
get in touch with fellow
visitors, and create
your very own
evaluations.  Satisfied
reading!

Pen and Sword

The SommeWeidenfeld
& Nicolson

THE BATTLE OF THE

SOMME Pen and Sword

A history of the British
Army’s experience at
the Battle of the
Somme in France
during World War I.
After an immense but
useless bombardment,
at 7:30 AM on July 1,
1916, the British Army
went over the top and

21

attacked the German
trenches. It was the
first day of the battle of
the Somme, and on
that day, the British
suffered nearly 60,000
casualties, two for
every yard of their
front. With more than
fifty times the daily
losses at El Alamein
and fifteen times the
British casualties on D-
day, July 1, 1916, was
the blackest day in the
history of the British
Army. But, more than
that, as Lloyd George
recognized, it was a
watershed in the
history of the First
World War. The Army
that attacked on that
day was the volunteer
Army that had
answered Kitchener's
call. It had gone into
action confident of a
decisive victory. But by
sunset on the first day
on the Somme, no one
could any longer think



of a war that might be
won. Martin
Middlebrook’s research
has covered not just
official and regimental
histories and tours of
the battlefields, but
interviews with
hundreds of survivors,
both British and
German. As to the
action itself, he
conveys the overall
strategic view and the
terrifying reality that it
was for front-line
soldiers. Revised in
2016 from the 1971
original edition. Praise
for The First Day on the
Somme “The
remembrance of those
lives, difficult as it may
be, will start in earnest
now, with this
wonderful book. It's
almost like being there
yourself... enough
said.”—Books Monthly
(UK)

Legacy of the Somme
1916 Pen and Sword

22

For decades, the Battle
of the Somme has
exemplified the horrors
and futility of trench
warfare. Here William
Philpott argues that the
battle ultimately gave
the British and French
forces on the Western
Front the knowledge
and experience to
bring World War | to a
victorious end. Philpott
shows that twentieth-
century war as we
know it simply didn’t
exist before the battle:
new technologies like
the armored tank
made their debut,
while developments in
communications

lagged behind
commanders’ needs.
Attrition emerged as
the only means of
defeating industrialized
belligerents that were
mobilizing all their
resources for war. An
exciting, indispensable
work of military
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history, Three Armies
on the Somme
challenges our
received ideas about
the Battle of the
Somme, and about the
very nature of war.

The Battle of the
Somme Little, Brown
Book Group

Many guidebooks cover
the Somme offensive in
1916, the five-month
struggle that has come
to be seen as one of
the defining episodes
in the history of the
fighting on the Western
Front during the First
World War. But no
previous guide has
concentrated on t

The Sixteen Trees of

the Somme Cambridge
University Press

1916. The Somme.
With over a million
casualties, it was the
most brutal battle of
World War I. It is a
clash that even now,
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over 90 years later,
remains seared into
the national
consciousness,

conjuring up images of
muddy trenches and
young lives tragically
wasted. lts first day,
July 1st 1916 - on
which the British
suffered 57,470
casualties, including
19,240 dead - is the
bloodiest day in the
history of the British
armed forces to date.
On the German side,
an officer famously
described it as 'the
muddy grave of the
German field army'. By
the end of the battle,
the British had learned
many lessons in
modern warfare while
the Germans had

suffered irreplaceable
losses, ultimately
laying the foundations
for the Allies' final

victory on the Western
Front. Drawing on a



wealth of material from
the vast Imperial War
Museum Sound
Archive, Forgotten
Voices of the Somme
presents an intimate,
poignant, sometimes
even bleakly funny
insight into life on the
front line: from the
day-to-day struggle of
extraordinary

circumstances to the
white heat of battle
and the constant threat
of injury or death.
Featuring contributions
from soldiers of both
sides and of differing
backgrounds, ranks
and roles, many of
them previously
unpublished, this is the
definitive oral history
of this unique and
terrible conflict.

The First Day on the
Somme Pen & Sword
Books

Between 1 July and 18
November 1916
Britain's new volunteer
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army took the leading
role in a battle on the
Western Front for the
first time. The Somme
offensive was intended
to achieve a decisive
victory for the British
and French Allies over
the Germans, yet the
Allies failed to achieve
all of their objectives
and the war was to
continue for another
two years. Over a
million men from both
sides became
casualties in the long
and bitter struggle on
the Somme in
1916.This book tells
this story through the
unique collections of
IWM. Using artefacts,
medals, documents,
interviews, film, art,
and photographs, it
reconstructs not only
the history of the
famous battle, but
provides an intimate
insight into the
experiences of those
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who were there.

REVIEW OF THE
SOMME

* There are several
well known dystopian
works in recent fiction,
yet | am aware of none
that tackle the issue of
sexuality and
femininity as does the
Handmaid's tale.Many
of us who don't live in
a theocracy have read
about the plight of
women in such places
as Afghanistan or
Saudi Arabia, and to
most of us, | think, it
feels as though it's a
world away from our
lives and the way we
look at women and
their freedoms. What
Atwood does
masterfully is create an
utterly believable
scenario for a
totalitarian, religious
regime to take power
in the U.S. and
completely undo the
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liberties of women in
favor of "security" and
"national interests." In
all, Atwood has
westernized the story
of the removal of
womens' rights in
Afghanistan, a country
that at one time was
relatively liberal in its
treatment of women.
Atwood shines a
glaring light on the
dark side of the politics
of religious fanatacism
in the U.S. particularly,
and carries the ideas of
biblical

fundamentalists to a
logical and terrifying
extreme.Any work
capable of doing this in
novel form is an
accomplishment. But,
Atwood goes the
distance to create an
intensely readable
text, sharp dialogue,
incisive acumen on the
part of the book's
heroin, Offred, layers
of imagery and



symbolism, and in a
few places, both humor
and horror.My only
gripe is minor.
Sometimes, Offred
rambles and I'm not
sure what Atwood was
trying to do when she
wrote certain passages
that drifted toward
glibness. Once in a
while, it felt as though
she was trying too hard
to play association
games with language--
like she was writing a
poem rather than
prose.Even so, this is a
feminist work in top
form, but its appeal
absolutely doesn't stop
there. This is one of
those books that | think
everyone should read.
It's that good.

* This book tells the
tale of a future life
where Americans have
apparently lost a war
and the entire lifestyle
has changed.The story
begins after the war
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and is told in the voice
of a woman who is
young (mid-30s) but
old enough to
remember times
before (such as having
had a husband and
daughter). This woman
has become a
handmaid. A handmaid
is a woman who is
thought to be able to
bear children. During
this time, men and
women are rarely able
to reproduce due to
the chemicals they
were exposed to during
the war.The handmaid
lives almost as a slave
in a Commander's
house where she is

required to
consummate the
arrangement on

certain days of the
month. This is a robotic
act for both the
handmaid and the
Commander, but the
Commander's wife is
involved as well. The

26

The Somme

2021-09-26



The Somme 27

wife doesn't take the
ceremony too well.The
handmaid's lifestyle is
still preferable to other
woman, most of whom
are sent to the
"colonies" to linger
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until they die.The end
of the book had a little
twist, and the details
were tied up nicely.
Definitely a book |
would recommend.



