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* William Sarabande's first novel is an ambitious work, but his
relative newness to writing was evident in "Beyond the Sea of
Ice." | appreciated the research into the artifacts and possible
ways of life of prehistoric humans, on which Sarabande had
obviously spent many hours. The action in this book is compelling
and interesting. Yet the work falls short of a five- or even four-
star review for a number of reasons.First, the narrative voice
clashes heavily with the dialog of the characters. The characters
are, appropriately enough, depicted as speaking and thinking in a
short, abrupt, nearly pronoun-less style, which fits the image of
the simple nomadic hunter lifestyle. Yet Sarabande's narration is
flowery, at times too heavy on the adjectives and adverbs. And
he seems to have consulted his thesaurus perhaps a bit too
often. The word "pelage" is often used where the more
conventional and familiar - and more setting-appropriate - "pelt"
or "fur" or "skin" would do. This is just one example of many. The
specific words chosen are often too refined, too Dickensesque, for
a prehistoric story. | found myself wondering whether this was
also a first project for the editor of Beyond the Sea of Ice. | felt
the novel could have benefited from more judicious word
selection, and a more harmonious marriage of narrative voice
and character dialog.The characters are also difficult to accept.
While | can appreciate the need to create an atmosphere that
shows the deep divide between women and men in Sarabande's
ice-age milieu, two of the main characters, Torka and Lonit, are
near-unlikeable, they are so one-dimensional. | found myself
wishing Torka would fall off a cliff or get stomped by a mammoth,
and spare me the necessity of reading a book in which the main
character was patently a jerk. He started out brave, caring,
intelligent, and crafty, but quickly turned into a surly whiner
whom | wanted to kick in the shins every time he appeared on
the page. Sure, his whole family was killed, but the rapid change
from sensitive and intelligent hunter to short-sighted jerk was a
bit too much for me. Egatsop is portrayed as a bitter, cruel shrew
who has little redeeming qualities. She doesn't even enjoy sex.
What's to like about her?Lonit's nonstop self-deprecation had me
wishing for the more tasteful portrayal of Ayla in Jean Auel's
"Earth's Children" series. Ayla was submissive to the men of her
various bands when the need arose, but she didn't spend literally
all her time thinking about how unworthy and terrible she was. |

quickly grew tired with Lonit's total lack of self-esteem. Speaking
of Lonit, it's difficult to imagine how she came to look like a
Caucasian once it's clearly established that The People have
never previously had contact with another band. | suppose the
first Caucasoid human had to have come from somewhere, but |
had a hard time swallowing that the first Caucasoid person was
born with all recognizable Caucasian traits intact, and that she
then proceeded to leave Asia and venture into North America. It
would make more sense for people who look like Lonit to settle in
the Caucasus region. Maybe it's explained how Lonit happened to
look like a Caucasiod in this book, although | missed it if it is.
Maybe it's explained later. In either case, much explanation is
needed, and however it's handled, it was not a well thought out
aspect of this novel.Fortunately, there is a lot to enjoy in Beyond
the Sea of Ice. Umak and Aar are delightful characters, and their
relationship is fun to watch develop. Karana is well depicted and
is believable. When Torka and Lonit's annoyingly codependent
relationship became too much to bear (which was at least once
per chapter) the more endearing and deep characters of Umak,
Aar, and Karana kept me reading. A mammoth with a grudge
against humanity is a convenient foil, but is at least a unique
idea.All in all, it's an interesting book, but likely not one | will read
again. I'll give the next book in the series a try with the hope that
it was better edited and that the characters are better developed.

* Full disclosure: | am the former Director of the University of
New Mexico's Interdisciplinary Film & Digital Media program; I'm
quite familiar with modern techniques for rendering drawings--
both 2D and 3D. Now, as some have pointed out, the drawing
style is dated, but that misses the point. The point is that the
fundamentals, the principles, presented in this book are timeless
and so valuable to today's artists. Much of the material in this
book is derived from what Loomis calls the "Form Principle"
(p.21), which basically states that you represent form by taking
into account lighting, structure & texture, as well as the
relationship of the thing you're representing to the thing's
environment. | know it sounds abstract! But then he goes on to
show how he applies the form principle in creating his
illustrations. It all makes sense, and it forces you as an artist to
think systematically about what you're drawing or (nowadays)
rendering in 2D or 3D.As the great Norman Rockwell said: "The
best book on the subject | have ever seen." | agree.
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