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* to be perfectly honest, after i'd completed '1984', i feared for us all. partly because i am a
perpetual worrier, partly because this book so easily depicts what can, and already has begun to,
happen to us as a race. 1984 intricately details a world shot to hell by mass propaganda,
scapegoating, blatant lies and brainwashing. the story is told in third person, through the jaded and
frustrated eyes of one winston smith, just another poor soul gone wrong. we see what the world has
become: a machine, cold, colorless, dangerous. the government, known only as the Party, literally
rules each and every aspect of life, down to the thoughts in one's head. the storyline sounds
somewhat complex, but in actuality it's easy, almost too easy, to understand and relate to. the
saddest, perhaps, part of this book was the fleeting love affair winston becomes involved with, and
its eventual, and inevitable, demise. towards the end of the story my heart sort of dropped, because
it does not necessarily end in triumph. i cannot give a good enough description of this book, it's hit
too unbelievably close to home. i bought it not too sure of what the premise was(which i do often
because i am a fool), but once i'd opened the book, i could see i held a real gem.

* Nineteen Eighty-Four remains the popular watchword for invasion of privacy fifty years after its
publication. The novel can be read as a warning against the malign personalization that could be
possible with a systematic technological attack on privacy. "The worst thing in the world," says the
hero's torturer, “varies from individual to individual.' The evil state in 1984 sought to control
mindspace and to dictate identity to its subjects. =" The command of the old despotisms was " "thou
shalt not". The command of the totalitarianisms was " Thou shalt". Our command is: ***Thou art*."
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