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• I FIRST READ THIS BOOK IN 1984, AND HAVE READ THE WHOLE
SERIES SINCE THEN. I NOT ONLY READ THEM ONCE, I HAVE READ
THEM AT LEAST TWO TIMES A YEAR FOR THE LAST SIX YEARS.
THEY ARE THE BEST I HAVE EVER READ.
• I have found this book to be very helpful because it has what
many Chinese dictionaries do not have: a breakdown of every
Chinese character into its "zhuyin" form. Most dictionaries limit
their  pronunciations to just the "pinyin." However,  in order to
pronounce the words as accurate as possible, it is best to use the
"zhuyin" form. Knowing the "zhuyin" form will also help if you
ever need to look up a word in a Chinese dictionary according to
its pronunciation. Every word in this book is alphabatized by its
"pinyin," but it lists each word's Chinese character first, then the
"pinyin," and then its "zhuyin." One minor thing about the book is
how it lists the simplified characters. In most cases it provides the
traditional form, but I would prefer it list the traditional characters
first.  The print  is  not  too small  and easy to  read.  If  you need to
look  up  the  definition  of  a  Chinese  word,  then  this  is  a  great
resource  for  looking  it  up  using  English  letters.


